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What Does
Anthropology Study?

Anthropology studies human beings across time and space.

It seeks to understand:

000
Where humans come from COD

How societies developed

o

How people create meaning in different cultures

How humans adapt to changing environtments
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Cultural Anthropology

Cultural Anthropologists study the beliefs, /"“’;,_;7 g

customs, values, and social life of people.
They Explore:

e Family life

e Religion

e Gender

e Politics

e |dentity

e Rituals

e Artand Symbols

Their goal is understanding how people
make sense of the world around them.
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Key Terms

Words to Know

e Ethnography: The process of learning about a culture
by living with, and studying its people.

e Language: A system of communication through which
people express ideas, emotions, and cultural
knowledge.

e Artifact: An object used or made by humans that
provide information about a culture or society.

e Human Evolution: The biological process through
which modern humans developed over millions of
years.

e Ethnocentrism: the tendency to judge other cultures
using the standards of one’s own culture.

e Participant observation: A research method in which
anthropologists take part in daily activities while
observing social life.
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Learn More

. “Sapiens” By Yuval Noah Harrari.

. “The Interpretation of Culture” By Clifford
Geertz.

. “Social and Cultural Anthropology: A Very Short
Introduction” by John Monaghan and Peter Just.
Cultural Anthropology: A perspective on the
human Conditions. By Emily Schultz and Robert
Lavenda.

Watch the Video

Watch my YouTube video
“A brief Introduction to Anthropology?”

Explore More Topics
Continue your journey with the other booklets in the
Anthropology in Simple Words Series.
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“To make the world a better place for all human beings, we must
recognize that no human is superior to another, and that every
culture should be understood in its own terms. Only then we
overcome misconceptions, reduce prejudice, give no chance to
ethnocentrism to grow, and foster mutual understanding.”

Anthropology In Simple Words Series
Written by Fras Omer
Researcher | Writer | and

Public Anthropology Advocate
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