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What Do Archaeologists
Study?

Archaeologists seek to understand
past human societies through
excavations and study material
remains, such as:

“~.. Stone tools
“=  Pottery
"% House and structures
" Graves and Burials
Fireplaces and hearths
== Animal Bones
. Coins and ornaments

Written Materials

Each artifact provides another piece of
the puzzle of our human past.
Together, these discoveries help
archaeologists reconstruct the lives of
people in ancient times.

By Fras Omer
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Dating the Past

Archaeologists use various dating methods to determine
the age of artifacts, fossils, and archaeological sites.
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e Relative dating — comparing layers &

and materials

e Radiocarbon dating — measuring
carbon 14 in organic remains
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e Volcanic layers — using ash layers g -
from eruptions P e
e Tree rings — counting growth rings &S 9 _

1n trees

By accurately dating the past,
archaeologists can better understand
the timeline of human history.

By Fras Omer
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Reading Human life From
Objects

Objects help archaeologists discover:
..~ Diet and food
=g~ Family and social life
2% Religion and beliefs
i=? Trade and economy

1. Art and creativity

Even the simplest objects can
reveal extraordinary stories
about the people who once used
them.

By Fras Omer
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Key Terms

Archaeology: The study of past human societies through
material remains.

Artifact: A human-made object from the past, such as tools or
pottery.

Excavation: The careful process of digging to uncover
archaeological remains.

Fossil: The preserved remains or traces of ancient plants or
animals.

Site: A place where evidence of past human activity is found.

Stratigraphy: The study of layers of soil to understand the
order of past events.

Radiocarbon Dating: A scientific method used to estimate the
age of organic materials.

Civilization: A complex society with cities, government,
culture, and technology.

Heritage: The cultural and historical legacy passed down
through generations.

Preservation: The protection of archaeological sites and
artifacts for future generations.

By Fras Omer
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Learn More
. “Sapiens” By Yuval Noah Harrari.
‘ . “The Interpretation of Culture” By Clifford
— Geertz.
. “Social and Cultural Anthropology: A Very Short
Introduction” by John Monaghan and Peter Just.
Cultural Anthropology: A perspective on the
human conditions. By Emily Schultz and Rober
Lavenda.
—— Watch the Video
ﬁ Watch my YouTube video

“Archaeological Anthropology”

Explore More Topics
Continue your journey with the other booklets in the
Anthropology in Simple Words Series.

By Fras Omer



https://www.youtube.com/@Frasomer
https://www.youtube.com/@Frasomer
https://fhomer.com/anthropology-simplified/
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“Textbooks offer countless definitions of anthropology, and most
describe it as the study of human beings. But what does that really
mean? What does it mean to study ourselves? To me, anthropology

is the lifelong journey of understanding who we are, across all
cultures and throughout all of history, while exploring who we have
the potential to become.”

Anthropology In Simple Words Series
Written by Fras Omer
Researcher | Writer | and

Public Anthropology Advocate
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